364                          ST MARY OF EGYPT

We adore the inscrutable judgments of God, and praise the excess
of his mercy in calling us to his holy faith, when we see many to whom
it was announced with all the reasonable proofs of conviction reject its
bright light and resist the voice of heaven;   also others who had so far
despised all worldly considerations as to have embraced this divine religion
afterwards fall from this grace, and become the authors or abettors of
monstrous heresies, by which they drew upon themselves the most dreadful
curses.   The source of their errors was originally in the disorder of their
hearts, by which their understanding was misled.   The three main enemies
which destroy it are, an attachment to creatures without us, an inordinate
love of ourselves, and dissimulation or double dealing.   This last, though
most infamous and base, is a much more common vice than is generally
imagined;   for there are very few who are thoroughly sincere in their
whole conduct towards God, their neighbour, and themselves.   Perfect
sincerity and an invariable uprightness is an essential part, yet only one
ingredient of Christian simplicity.   Nor is it enough to be also disengaged
from all inordinate attachments to exterior objects:   many who are free
from the hurry and disturbance of things without them nevertheless are
strangers to simplicity and purity of heart, being full of themselves, and
referring their thoughts and actions to themselves, taking an inordinate
complacency in what concerns them, and full of anxieties and fear about
what befalls or may befall them.   Simplicity of the heart, on the contrary,
settles the soul in perfect interior peace; as a child is secure in the mother's
arms, so is such a soul at rest in the bosom of her God, resigned to his will,
and desiring only to accomplish it in all things.    The inexpressible happi-
ness and advantages of this simplicity can only be discovered by experience.
This virtue disposes the heart to embrace the divine revelation when duly
manifested, and removes those clouds which the passions raise, and which
so darken the understanding that it is not able to discern the light of faith.

The following feasts are celebrated on April 8 :

ST JEDEcrus, brother to St Apian, who received his crown of martyrdom at Cassarea: BLESSED
ALBERT, Patriarch of Jerusalem, who composed the rules of the Carmelites: ST DIONYSITJS of
Corinth: BLESSED JULIA BILLIART, 1751-1816, virgin, Founder of the Congregation of the
Sisters of Notre Dame: ST PERPBTUUS, the eighth Bishop of Tours, a see he governed for about
thirty years, leaving all his goods to the poor at his death : and ST WALTER, Abbot of St MARTIN'S,
near Pontoise.

APRIL 9

ST MARY OF EGYPT
(FIFTH AGE)

[From her life commended in the seventh general council, and by St Sophonius, but written
one hundred and fifty years before him, by a grave author of the same age in which the
saint lived. See Papebroke, ad diem a, Apr. t. i. p, 67. and Tos Assemani Comm. in Calend.
ad. ,i, Apr. t. vi. p. 218.}

IN the reign of Theodosius the Younger there lived in Palestine a holy
monk and priest named Zosimus, famed for the reputation of his sanctity,